
 

 

VILLAGE OF WOLVERINE LAKE 

WATER MANAGEMENT BOARD 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 3, 2018 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

Chairperson Sergeant called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m. 

 

PLEDGE TO THE FLAG 

 

ROLL CALL 

Present:  Duff, Nye, Sergeant, Snyder,  Martini, Scott 

Absent:   Hurst 

Others:    Six (6) members of the public 

 

MOTION by Scott, seconded by Martini, to excuse the absence of Hurst.  Motion carried. 

  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

a. September 5, 2018 

 

MOTION by Scott, seconded by Duff, to approve the September 5, 2018 meeting minutes as 

presented.   Motion carried. 

 

AGENDA ADDITIONS 

Scott would like to add the Waterford Lake Association presentation to the agenda. 

Martini would like to add the lake survey results to the agenda. 

 

MOTION by Sergeant, seconded by Scott, to approve the agenda as amended.  Motion carried. 

 

CALL TO THE PUBLIC 

No one spoke during the first call to the public. 

 

ADMINISTRATION REPORT 

a. Current Lake Level 

The current lake level is 918.5 as of 10/2/18.  The lake level is up due to the heavy 

rain.     

b. Noteworthy complaints to the Village 

A list of complaints was provided for review at the meeting and consisted mainly of 

weed complaints. 

c. WMB Schedule Calendar 

Fish stocking will take place in late October.  There will be a new harvester operator 

hired next spring.  Sergeant will ask if the harvester can be operated closer to shore. 
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Scott went over the process for the lake management.  He reported that records 

show that the harvester runs 20 hours per week and many of the residents at the 

meeting did not see the harvester on the lake and felt that number was not 

accurate.  The harvester is usually out very early in the morning.  A resident asked 

what it would take to run the harvester 40 hours a week and if would it help the 

lake.  Scott explained that the harvester has a blade depth that is around 5 feet. 

Some weeds are 20 feet below the surface so the blade is unable to cut them. The 

limnologist supplies the harvester with GPS coordinates of where the weeds should 

be harvested.  Some days are not ideal for operation either.  The small harvester was 

sold because it sank and would have been too expensive to fix. There have been 

some conversations about acquiring a smaller harvester.  A resident asked if the fish 

are safe to eat from the lake with the chemical treatments and the DNR has said yes. 

 

CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT AND COMMUNICATIONS TO THE BOARD 

No report. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

9.  a.   Discussion - Maintenance of Coves, Canals and Shallow Areas 

Duff has been doing a little research on aerating the canals.  She is wondering if the 

public had any interest in some small solar powered aeration that would go near the 

end of their docks. 

 

Jim Stewart (2301 Solano) stated the water depth at the park on Shankin has 

changed by about 3 feet and the shoreline has gone out about 25 feet.  Stewart 

thinks aeration may not be enough.  He would volunteer power and right of way to 

help with any projects.  Stewart feels that the dredging could work.  He thought 

farmers might take the dredged material but Sergeant pointed out that farmers 

won’t take it anymore because of the contents of the muck. 

 

Mark Newman (2161 Newport Ct.) stated that they are constantly trying to move 

the muck out of their area.  He feels aeration will just push around the same muck.  

He feels like the lake aerators make the area worse.  The mud has come in 

exponentially the last few years and feels the boat traffic in the lake pushes the 

muck down into the canals.   

 

Sergeant stated that the flow pattern in the lake is from west to east.  Anything 

moving in the water most likely gets washed into those canals.  It’s a natural law that 

this will happen.  Anything discussed/suggested this evening would be temporary.   
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Scott stated that in 1986 there was a federal grant that would have covered 2/3 of 

the cost of dredging and the public voted it down.  Scott noted that the Board had 

prior estimates and the Hydro-dredging ran from $350,000 to $600,000.   

 

Stewart asked what the homeowners can do legally.  A resident said she spoke with 

the DEQ and they basically told her that a homeowner can have one person and one 

rake or one shovel to clean their lakeshore.   

 

Penny Lake aeration has been discussed at length and the DEQ permit doesn’t allow 

the aerators to be placed deep enough to stir anything up.  Based on available data 

the aerators aren’t doing much in the shallow areas. 

 

Mark Duff (2145 Newport Ct.) feels like that portion of the lake has a whole different 

ecology since the aerators were put in.  He feels that the muck being stirred up is 

not able to settle and it’s going into their canal. 

 

Scott said that the Village can come together with the residents to see what they 

want to do. Any kind of dredging requires a permit. It would also have to be 

determined how to pay for the dredging. Scott felt it would fall on the canal 

property owners.  It would have to be decided the best way to do it and pay for it. 

 

M. Duff thinks that the way the canals are filling in they will be impassible soon.   

 

Tim Suave (2332 Solano drive) states that he is about 3 to 4 inches from not being 

able to pull his pontoon out.   

 

Tim Kolanowski (2316 Ventura) said that the theory from canal owners is that the 

aerators are causing a problem and wondered if they could be turned off.  Scott 

stated that they will be turned off. A permit hasn’t been granted for the upcoming 

year and the aerator depths are limited by the DEQ. 

 

Scott said the Board is very aware of what is going on.  He stated that the Board 

needs to put together recommendations with cost quotes and funding suggestions 

that can be taken to Council and discussed with the canal homeowners. 

 

Edward Cale (2340 Ventura) wanted to know why dredging wouldn’t be a cost 

shared by all the residents.  Scott suggested residents attend the Council meeting to 

make their wishes known.   
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Sergeant pointed out that this is only a recommending Board.  The Board can’t 

spend money or make ordinances , it can only make recommendations to Council.  

It’s important that the canal residents share their opinions with Council. 

 

Jon Kosky (2059 Newport Ct.) asked about the options for disposing of muck and 

waste if a homeowner chooses to rake and shovel their shoreline.  The Board cannot 

answer this, they would recommend contacting the DEQ for proper waste 

techniques.    Kosky suggested an area be provided where residents could put the 

muck and have it disposed of by the Village.   

 

Newman wanted to suggest a maintenance system once the canal is opened up.  

The feeder line from the augmentation well may help.  Any water flow coming out of 

the canal would help.   Scott stated that the feeder line would go up against a bank 

and that may cause erosion.   

 

Stewart stated that he called the DEQ without success and asked if the Board could 

come together as community leaders and find out what can be done legally. 

 

Cale suggested that the Village attorney contact the DEQ.  The No Wake sign 

disappeared at the end of his canal.  He wanted to know what was going on with the 

new marina.  Scott said that area is deeded access for those residents and the only 

way to control those boats is through an ordinance.  The Board isn’t involved with 

police action for these marinas.    

 

Stewart has plenty of ideas that he would like to forward to the Board. Scott said the 

Board needs to think about how to conduct the next meeting.  He suggested canal 

owners put together a small subcommittee meeting amongst themselves to bring 

ideas together that could then be shared with the Board. 

 

Kosky asked if it was possible to open up a link on the website where discussion and 

questions could happen.  Sergeant will follow up on this but he thinks that the 

residents of the canals should get together and advocate for themselves.   

 

Newman would suggest asking Council to get the attorneys to ask what can be done 

collectively and individually. 
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b. Appoint a Chair and a Vice Chair for 2019 

 

MOTION by Scott, seconded by Duff, to reappoint Sergeant as the Chair for 2019.  

Motion carried. 

 

MOTION by Snyder, seconded by Nye, to reappoint Duff as the Vice Chair for 2019.  

Motion carried. 

 

c. Discussion of Topical Meetings and Possible Topics 

Erosion will be discussed in November. 

d. Waterford Lake Associations Presentation 

Scott reported that he went to a meeting and that Waterford lakefront owners have 

to form SADs to take care of lake issues.  Scott presented the results from the Village 

aeration systems.  The tools for aeration just aren’t being utilized properly. 

e. Lake Survey Results 

About 130 people responded to the Lake Survey.  Martini stated it needs to be made 

specific what the Village is responsible for and what residents are responsible for.  

The Lake Survey makes it clear that this isn’t understood.  Sergeant would like to ask 

Council to clarify this matter.  Martini has volunteered to do an informational video 

on the harvester for next year.   

 

MOTION by Scott, seconded by Snyder, to ask Council to clarify the homeowner’s 

responsibility  and Village’s responsibility, as a municipality, for the maintenance of 

the lakefront.   Motion carried. 

 

 

CONTINUING OR FUTURE BUSINESS ITEMS 

  

10. a. Lakeshore Erosion 

No report.   

b. Lake Water Quality Discussion (including education, aquatic plants, etc.)  

No report. 

c. Lake Enforcement Issues (No wake areas/times.  Boat lighting requirements, etc.) 

No report. 

 

LIAISON REPORTS 

 

11. a. Village Council – Scott reported that Council discussed the Village Festival turnout. 
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A maintenance agreement was signed with the RCOC.   A census is coming up and 

they will be trying to get an accurate count of residents.   Phragmites will be treated 

in RCOC right of ways. They will be chemically treated and then cut in the spring.   A 

new Super Drunk ordinance was issued.  

b. Planning Commission – Snyder reported that there has not been a meeting. 

 

COMMENTS FROM BOARD MEMBERS 

No comments. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

MOTION by Snyder, seconded by Duff, to adjourn the meeting at 9:19 p.m. 

 

 

 

                          

Nathan Burd, Administrator       Mike Sergeant, Chairperson 

Sherri Ward, Recording Secretary 

 

 

NEXT SCHEDULED MEETING:  Wednesday, November 7, 2018 at 7:00 p.m. 

 


